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Gender Inequality in Puerto Rico
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As we all know, in all parts of the world we have problems of equity between men and women. I consider it a very interesting and important issue to highlight since it is a social problem that we face every day. Gender inequality refers to unequal treatment or perceptions of individuals based on their gender. It arises from differences in socially constructed gender roles as well as biologically through chromosomes, brain structure, and hormonal differences. Gender systems are often dichotomous and hierarchical; gender binary systems may reflect the inequalities that manifest in numerous dimensions of daily life. Gender inequality stems from distinctions, whether empirically grounded or socially constructed. (Definitions for gender inequality, s.f.)
	After the Hurricane Maria, San Juan’s Mayor Carmen Yulín Cruz has emerged as a real-life Wonder Woman, wading through flood waters to find her constituents, handing out solar lamps to heartbroken families, and passionately demanding help from a reluctant federal government. She’s one of many Puerto Rican women who’ve been key to its development in hard times. “Historically, women have carried movements but been silenced. In many ways, she’s more qualified to lead than the governor. I see her as tied to the modern Puerto Rican woman in terms of her education and business background, now taking the lead,” says Mirelsie Velazquez, a Puerto Rican woman herself and assistant professor of educational leadership and policy studies at the University of Oklahoma, of San Juan’s mayor. The U.S. lags most of the industrialized world when it comes to measures of gender and economic equality, and conditions have long been even worse in Puerto Rico. More than three weeks after the hurricane, ongoing reports of deaths related to a lack of adequate medical care access, basic infrastructure like electricity and clean water, and economic support continue to trickle in. (Durana, 2017)
	Women’s roles in Puerto Rico have followed the same pattern as many other women’s roles in different countries over several centuries.  Puerto Rican women have been viewed as subservient to men for centuries, but as time; acculturation; education; and open labor markets have increased, Puerto Rican women have gained equal rights and are no longer viewed as only domestic workers. (Gender Issues, s.f.)
Traditionally, Puerto Rican women were responsible for cooking, cleaning, and other household chores. The men-maintained machismo, a Spanish concept for manhood, by being the breadwinner for the family. The men were superior to all members in the family, especially the woman. Some Puerto Rican women still abide by their traditional gender role, while some have redefined it. The impact of U.S. cultural and gender roles could potentially influence Puertorriqueñas, as many now reside on the mainland. As women’s gender roles appear to be changing, their family values remain the same. (Gender Issues, s.f.)
Puerto Rican women have been viewed only as domestic workers who were there to serve their husbands.  As time has progressed and studies have become better conducted, women’s roles have become more equal.  Time, education, work, and acculturation have all contributed to women’s rights in Puerto Rico. (Gender Issues, s.f.) Women have always been weak sex in society, therefore, they have always been the person who cannot do many things at home, at work, with friends, and so on. I think that women also have our rights and that we can have equity in society, not only in Puerto Rico but also throughout the world.
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